
Table 2.
People and Families in Poverty by Selected Characteristics: 2001 and 2002
(Numbers in thousands, confidence intervals (C.I.) in thousands or percentage points as appropriate)

Characteristic

2001 below poverty level 2002 below poverty level Change in poverty
(2002 less 2001)1

Num-
ber

90-
percent
C.I. (±)

Per-
cent

90-
percent
C.I. (±)

Num-
ber

90-
percent
C.I. (±)

Per-
cent

90-
percent
C.I. (±)

Num-
ber

90-
percent
C.I. (±)

Per-
cent

90-
percent
C.I. (±)

PEOPLE

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,907 644 11.7 0.2 34,570 658 12.1 0.2 *1,663 683 *0.4 0.2

Family Status
In families. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,215 551 9.9 0.2 24,534 566 10.4 0.2 *1,319 586 *0.4 0.3

Householder . . . . . . . . . . . 6,813 172 9.2 0.2 7,229 178 9.6 0.2 *416 199 *0.4 0.3
Related children
under 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,175 323 15.8 0.5 11,646 332 16.3 0.5 *472 344 *0.5 0.5
Related children
under 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,188 207 18.2 1.0 4,296 211 18.5 1.0 108 219 0.3 1.0

In unrelated subfamilies . . . 466 82 39.8 7.6 417 77 33.7 6.7 –48 84 –6.1 7.6
Reference person. . . . . . . 172 50 36.4 11.4 167 49 31.7 10.0 –6 51 –4.6 11.4
Children under 18. . . . . . . 292 56 44.6 9.9 241 51 35.4 8.4 –51 58 –9.2 9.7

Unrelated individual . . . . . . . 9,226 207 19.9 0.5 9,618 212 20.4 0.5 *392 240 0.5 0.5
Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,833 122 17.3 0.6 4,023 125 17.7 0.7 *190 141 0.4 0.7
Female . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,393 149 22.3 0.7 5,595 153 22.9 0.7 *203 171 0.6 0.8

Age
Under 18 years . . . . . . . . . . . 11,733 329 16.3 0.5 12,133 337 16.7 0.5 *400 350 0.4 0.5
18 to 64 years. . . . . . . . . . . . 17,760 483 10.1 0.3 18,861 498 10.6 0.3 *1,101 515 *0.5 0.3
65 years and over . . . . . . . . 3,414 129 10.1 0.4 3,576 132 10.4 0.4 *163 137 0.3 0.3

Nativity
Native . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,698 597 11.1 0.2 29,012 609 11.5 0.2 *1,314 633 *0.4 0.3
Foreign born . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,209 308 16.1 1.0 5,558 317 16.6 1.0 *349 329 0.6 1.0

Naturalized citizen . . . . . . 1,186 148 9.9 1.2 1,285 154 10.0 1.1 99 158 0.1 1.3
Not a citizen . . . . . . . . . . . 4,023 271 19.7 1.3 4,273 280 20.7 1.3 250 290 1.1 1.5

Region
Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,687 266 10.7 0.5 5,871 270 10.9 0.5 184 281 0.2 0.5
Midwest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,966 278 9.4 0.4 6,616 293 10.3 0.5 *650 299 *0.9 0.5
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,515 458 13.5 0.5 14,019 466 13.8 0.5 *505 484 0.3 0.5
West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,739 364 12.1 0.6 8,064 372 12.4 0.7 325 385 0.3 0.7

Residence
Inside metropolitan areas . . 25,446 575 11.1 0.3 27,096 591 11.6 0.3 *1,649 612 *0.5 0.3

Inside central cities . . . . . 13,394 427 16.5 0.5 13,784 433 16.7 0.5 390 451 0.2 0.5
Outside central cities . . . . 12,052 406 8.2 0.3 13,311 426 8.9 0.3 *1,259 436 *0.7 0.3

Outside metropolitan
areas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,460 394 14.2 0.8 7,474 395 14.2 0.8 14 415 - 0.8

FAMILIES

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,813 172 9.2 0.2 7,229 178 9.6 0.2 *416 199 *0.4 0.3

Type of Family
Married-couple . . . . . . . . . . . 2,760 102 4.9 0.2 3,052 107 5.3 0.2 *292 120 *0.5 0.2
Female householder, no
husband present. . . . . . . . . 3,470 116 26.4 1.0 3,613 118 26.5 1.0 *143 133 0.1 1.2

Male householder, no
spouse present . . . . . . . . . . 583 45 13.1 1.1 564 44 12.1 1.0 –20 51 –1.1 1.2

-Represents zero. *Statistically different from zero at the 90-percent confidence level. For explanation of confidence intervals, see ‘‘Standard errors and
their use’’ at www.census.gov/hhes/poverty/poverty02/pov02src.pdf.

1Details may not sum to totals because of rounding.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2002 and 2003 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.


